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Are cross-party interactions depolarizing?Core Inquiry
• Intergroup contact theory suggests so [1]
• Some experiments show depolarization [2], some show back�re [3]
• Observational evidence is lacking
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After receiving a cross-party reply in r/news, do users increase in-/out-party subreddit activity?RQ

Regression Analysis Results

Notes:
1. We use the subreddit leanings inferred in [4].
2. We only count comments receiving non-negative scores.
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Depolarization?

Back�re?

Limited, unless the receiver already 
demonstrates willingness to engage 
with other opinions (seen in a nested 
interaction).

Even when out-party activity increases 
after a cross-party interaction, it may 
re�ect a more general dynamic of 
feedback-boosted engagement, 
which explains a similar correlation 
between a same-party interaction and 
increased activity in out-party com-
munities.

No strong evidence:

Compared to a same-party interaction, a 
cross-party interaction is not

- a signi�cantly more negative predictor 
of increased out-party activity

OR
 
- a signi�cantly more positive predictor 

of increased in-party activity
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